Chandigarh, 11 September, 2011 :DigitalEdition

o

1of1

The official DJ for international celebrities,
Sassy Pandez talks about Bollywood,

opening her own bar and naming a
cocktail after her

£ JASKIRAN KAPOOR

HEN international
chlcbrilics suchas

Beyonce, Jay Z, Nelly,
Eminem, Lil Kim, Will Smith,
Jamie Foxxand Fat Joe are ina
mood to groove, they turnto
SassyPandez. The official DJ
for a host of international
celebrities, the 29-year-old who
is constantly shuttlingacross
the globe — from Dubaito
England, Egypt, US and India
— is aceleb in the music circuit
and anidol for those who have
anear for hip-hop and R&B,
an unusual choice, espedally
when the world is dancing to
house and electronica. “People
told meI'll never make it with
this music, but1did,” says Pan-
dez, who now has five mix CDs
to her credit. Referred to asthe
“sexiest DJinthe word” by

Maxim magazine, Pandez also
featured in the campaign
Grammy award-winner

Nelly ran for his new fragrance,
Apple Bottom.

In Chandigarh for a gig at
Kava restaurant and lounge, on
Saturday night, Pandez seemed
to have taken an instant liking
to the city. “I've been to Mumbai
and Delhi, but Chandigarhis
perfect. Itis so green and organ-
ised,” she says, sharing her itin-
erary thatindudes a visit to the
RockGarden, temples and
watching movies. “Ilove Bolly-
wood films, and if anyone is lis-
tening, I want to be in one,” she
says, smitten by the dance and
drama. Seated on a sofa and
flaunting dark sunglasses,
Pandez explains, “Deejays have
bad under-eye cirdes, and with
all the record scratching, the
worst possible hands.” But the
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love for her job keeps her going.
“I was seven when I scratched

J my first record,” she recalls. “1

was never good at anything and
had nodue what todo withmy
life, till] was called in by my
cousin, Radamas, to babysit his
dog,” she adds. That is when
shediscovered her talent. An
equally famous DJ, who is also
the official DJ for American rap-
per P Diddy, Radamas let Pan-
dez play around with his turnta-
bles and soon she was playing
atparties.

However, morethan a
decadeago, it wasn't easy mix-
ing and practising the religion
of ‘turntablism’ in a man’s
world. Looking good also went
against Pandez. “Every timeI'd
get up to playon the console,
the guys would take the nee-
dlesoff the deck, or worse, un-
plug the deck altogether,” she
says. “Toavoid trouble, Iwould
enter the club withmy hood
on, wearing loose track pants
and a baseball cap,” adds Pan-
dez, talking about her

“teenage tomboy days”, when
she started deejaying profes-
sionally in Miami, US. It was
only when aceboxer, Lennox
Lewis spotted her inthe eardy
'90s and made her an offidal
DJ for his parties that Pandez
shottolimelight.

But life as a deejayis not
easy. Pandez is always flying, is
jet-lagged and lives out of the
suitcase. “I am already missing
my dogs,” says the veganand
animallover, who changed her
lifestyle in orderto increase the
number of years she canbea
deejay. “I'm a pretty boring per-
son,asIdon'tdrink, partyordo
drugsor any crazy stuff. Onthe
contrary, I am quite domesti-
cated, for Ilove to cook, be with
my family, dogs, eat and sleep,”
shelaughs. Once sheisbackin
London, she intends to workon
her next CD and also open her
own dub, a VIP bar that
only plays hip-hop, R&Band
reggaeton seven days aweek,
and has a cocktail named after
her, Sassy.
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